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Researchers from New York follow traces of the Dutch Golden Age in Haarlem

Haarlem, 19 June 2019 - In April of this year, the Noord-Hollands Archief (North Holland Archives)
participated in Mayor Jos Wienen and Alderwoman of Culture Marie-Thérése Meijs’ working visit
to the neighbourhood of Harlem in New York. Interesting contacts with Columbia University were
already being established during the planning of the trip. Now the time has come: eleven PhDs
from Columbia University and other prominent universities in the US and Canada will be visiting
Haarlem on Friday 21 June to hear and see more about the Dutch Golden Age.

The representatives of the archives, Klaartje Pompe and Maarten Brock, had already inspired the
professors at Columbia University during their visit. They gave a lecture on Haarlem in the 17"
century and provided information about the online resources concerning Haarlem. The history
students, who are enrolled in a course on 17" century Dutch and palaeography, were pleasantly
surprised at the wide selection and the way in which history is made accessible to everyone online in
the Netherlands.

The PhD students, who are visiting the Netherlands in the context of their summer school at the
University of Amsterdam, are familiar with various areas of expertise and are supervised by the head
of the history faculty of Yale, among others.

When they visit the archives, the main focus will be on visual material, charts, maps and examples of
sources from Haarlem from the 17" century. A good example is a notarial protocol from 1678 with
the sealed fabric samples that were part of the patents of a number of Flemish silk producers. The
archives of professor A. Th. van Deursen, which were recently added to the special collection of
scientific archives of the Noord-Hollands Archief, will also be of interest to the PhD students. Van
Deursen has thoroughly researched the Dutch Golden Age.

Prior to the visit to the Noord-Hollands Archief, the group will be received by Mayor Jos Wienen at
the city hall where the history of the Gravenzaal (Count’s Hall) will be explained in great detail. A visit
to the Frans Hals Museum is scheduled for the afternoon. Marrigje Rikken, head of collections, will
talk about their collection and their knowledge centre.

The Noord-Hollands Archief is pleased with the lovely connection with Columbia University that was
established during the working visit to New York, and would be honoured to be the ambassador for
the ‘Spaarnestad’ that has so much to offer in terms of culture and science.

Note to editors, not to be published:

For more information and photo material, please contact Annabelle Arntz of the Noord-Hollands
Archief (annabelle.arntz@noord-hollandsarchief, +31(0)6-23396203) and Daphne Sijmonsbergen of
the Municipality of Haarlem (dsijmonsbergen@haarlem.nl).
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